PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

Religion. It cannot be doubted that the inner
experience as well as the outer attitude and
behaviour of a person are substantially different
when he seeks to conciliate a radically evil being
and when he communes with a fundamentally
benevolent one. Yet in both cases an anthropo-
pathic relation with a personal being is estab-
lished. In this respect, both stand opposed to
magical behaviour. This common element is so
fundamental that it seems to us advisable to
make the name Religion include both types of
relation. And since they differ, nevertheless, in
Important respects, the phrases Negative Religion
may be used to designate man's dealings with
radically bad spirits, and Positive Religion his
relations with fundamentally benevolent ones.

Positive Religion is at first not at all free
from fear. The benevolent gods are prompt to
wrath, and cruelly avenge their broken laws.
The more striking development of religious life
is the gradual substitution of love for fear in
worship.1 This is one more reason for not
completely dissociating the propitiation of evil
spirits from the worship of kindly gods.

1 See, on this development, my article, l Fear, Awe, and the
Sublime in Religion,5 American Jr. of Religious P&y. andEduc*,
ii p. 1.
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